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Heidi K. S. Napolitino

From: bkrepick@sbcglobal.net
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2022 1:44 PM
To: Mike Quinn; Andrew DeDonker; Brian Bogen; Elizabeth Mitchell; Rajeev Thakur; John 

Brock; Eric Faison; Heidi K. S. Napolitino
Cc: 'Diane Cashman'; 'Tracy Westlake'; Per Odegaard; 'John Rettenmier'; 'Jan Ostlund'
Subject: Public Comment for 6/20/22 Council Meeting: Town ROW outdated maps and no 

ordinances 

Date: 6/14/2022 

To: Mayor Quinn and Town Council 

Cc: Eric Faison, Heidi Napolitano, Diane Cashman, Tracy Westlake;  John Rettenmier; Per Odegaard; Jan 
Ostlund 

From: Bill Krepick 

Subject: Public Comment for 6/20/22 Council Meeting :  Town ROW outdated maps and no ordinances 

In the Mayor’s 5/30 email to the Council, myself, and certain concerned residents, he stated the following: 

4.      Tree removal in Rights of Way – We presented information related to the location of the Town’s 
rights-of-way, the Town’s authority and responsibilities within the ROW, and hazardous tree 
maintenance & removal within the ROW at the February 7 Council meeting and at the Council’s April 
study session.  We traditionally budget $15k a year for ROW tree removal, not $50,000-60,000.  In 
2022, the State provided cities with a one-time opportunity to use normally restricted funds to pay for 
operating expenses, such as tree removal.  We took advantage of this opportunity and accelerated a lot 
of necessary hazardous tree maintenance in both ROWs and parks.  Doing this work saved our 
operating budget approximately $70k.  This was discussed at length during the Council’s public budget 
meetings.   

Eric addressed this issue at the June 6, 2022 Town Council Open Forum.   He explained how the issue could 
only be resolved Town-wide by extremely costly surveys of each property owner’s lot and the Town’s 
roads.  He discussed how trees that fell across Town roads had to be removed at the Town’s expense, 
UNLESS the Town had previously surveyed the road and adjacent lots and had determined that certain 
hazardous trees were on private property AND had notified the property owner that those certain hazardous 
trees were at risk of falling onto public roads.  If the Town had a record of notifying the property owner that 
his/her trees were at risk, then the Town could bill back the property owner for the cost of cutting and removing 
a fallen tree that blocked and/or damaged the road.  I appreciate and accept Eric’s answers, and I certainly 
don’t want the Town to spend large sums of money to correct a ‘problem’ that only costs the Town a fraction of 
the $15,000 per year in tree maintenance.  

However, while I appreciate the cost and complexity of updating/upgrading the Town’s ROW map (which dates 
back to pre-2002), I do think if there’s a situation where the Public Works’ dept sees one or more large trees 
that pose a risk of falling across Town roads – and if they suspect those trees are on private property, then I 
think the Town should consider surveying the owner’s property line that is closest to the street edge – and 
determine whether to put the owner on notice that their tree is a potential hazard to Town roads.  It seems to 
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me that if there is a high probability that the tree(s) will fall down in the next 5 years, and if there is a high 
probability that the tree(s) is on private property (i.e., more than 5 ft away from the road edge?), then wouldn’t it 
be worth it for the Town to spend a few hundred dollars to survey the property owner’s line, and correct the 
ROW street map, if it means potentially saving the Town several thousands, or 10’s of thousands of dollars?  

For specific (and low cost) corrective actions, I would like to know why the Town ROW map can’t be updated to 
include the Highland’s streets, to remove the street shown connecting Woodway Park Road and Wachusetts 
Rd. on the south side of the bridge, and why my 239th Pl SW cul-de-sac (and potentially others) can’t be 
corrected to show an actual 26 ft wide street with a 4 ft ROW boundary from the edge (instead of a 50 ft wide 
ROW shown on the outdated street map) so it is clear that 100 ft. tall fir trees that are located more than 5 ft 
from the road edge are on private property?   

Thank you for entering this Public Comment in the record for the 6/20/2022 Council meeting, and posting it on 
the Town website.  I hope you will answer my few remaining questions. 

Sincerely 

Bill Krepick 


